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DIFFERENCES WITH THE SOCIALISTS

.'>

Q. What is the difference between your technique and
that of the Communists or Socialists for realizing the goal of
economic equality ?

A. The Socialists and Communists say they can do
nothing to bring about economic equality today. They will just
-carry on propaganda in its favour and to that end they believe
'in generating and accentuating hatred. They say, when they
.get control over the State they will enforce equality. Under my
plan the State will be there to carry out the will of the people,
not to dictate to them or force them to do its will. I shall bring
about economic equality through non-violence, by converting
1he people to my point of view by harnessing the forces of love
-as against hatred. I will not wait till I have converted the whole
society to my view but will straightaway make a beginning with
myself. It goes without saying' that I cannot hope to bring about
economic equality of my conception, if I am the owner of fifty
motor cars or even of ten "bighas of land. For that I have to
reduce myself to the level of the poorest of the poor. That is
what I have been trying to do for the last fifty years or more,
and so I claim to b^ a foremost Communist although I make use
of cars and other facilities offered to me by the" rich. They have
no hold on me and I can shed them at a moment's notice, if the
interests of the masses demand it.
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